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who — whoever 

1. Subject 2. Predicate nominative 

whom — whomever 

1. Direct object 2. Indirect object 3. Object of a preposition 
Examples: 

Who is the candidate of your party? "- (Who is the subject of the 
sentence and is, therefore, in the subjective case.) 

To whom much is given, much is required. (Whom is an object of a 
preposition and is, therefore, in the objective case.) 

The radio station gave free tickets to whoever called first. 
(Whoever is the subject of the clause whoever called first and is, 
therefore, in the subjective case, even though it follows a 
preposition and thus appears to require the objective case. 
However, the whole clause, not merely the pronoun, is the object 
of the preposition to. The pronoun must maintain the proper form 
to serve its function within the clause. ) 

Fill in the blanks in the sentences below with one of the following 
words and explain the use of the word chosen. 

1. who 2. whoever 3. whom 4. whomever 

If the pronoun is in a dependent clause, underline the clause and 
identify it as a noun, adjective, or adverb clause. 

Example: The candidate for whom the rally was held is a man of 
good character. 

whom — object of the preposition "for" in an adjective clause 

1. Who won the World Series in 1989? = subject of the sentence 
2. To whom was credit given for rescheduling the game? 

= object of the preposition "to" 

3. The commissioner of baseball was who at that time? 


= predicate nominative 
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4. Tickets are often resold to whoever offers the best price. 

= subject of a noun clause (clause used as object of the 
preposition "to") 

5. The starting pitchers are the players whom the media gives the 


most publicity. 
= indirect object in an adjective clause (clause modifies "players") 


6. The pinch-hitters are whomever the coaches choose. 

= direct object in a noun clause (clause used as predicate 
nominative of sentence) 

7. Do you know who the next batter will be? 

= predicate nominative in a noun clause (clause is the direct object 
of "do know") 

8. Rentals for concession stands are leased to whomever the 
business managers determine to be the best qualified. 

= subject of the infinitive phrase "whomever to be best qualified" 
(The infinitive phrase is the direct object of "determine," which is 
the verb in the noun clause "the business managers determine 
whomever to be the best qualified.” The noun clause is the object 
of the preposition "to.") 

Remind the student that the subjects of infinitives are in the 
objective case. 

9. Prizes should be given to whoever eats the most popcorn. 

= subject of noun clause used as object of the preposition "to" 

10. The home team allows whoever the opponent is a small 
percentage of the tickets for the game. 

= predicate nominative in a noun clause (clause is indirect object 
of "allows") 

11. Whom did you call about the score? = direct object of "did call" 
12. Who did you say is the most challenging competitor? 
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= subject of noun clause (clause is direct object of "did say") 

13. Whom do you know on our opponent's team? 

= direct object of "do know" 

14. Do you have a friend whom you trust? 

= direct object in an adjective clause (clause modifies "friend") 

15. Do you have a friend who trusts you? 

= subject of an adjective clause (clause modifies "friend") 
Exercise 

1. With whom do you enjoy studying? 

= object of the preposition "with" 

2. Please give whoever answers the call my message. 

= subject of a noun clause (clause is indirect object of "give") 

3. My parents invite whomever (or whom) | choose for my birthday 
picnic. 

= direct object in a noun clause (clause is direct object of "invite") 
4. Who do you think wrote this article? 

= subject of noun clause (clause is direct object of "do think") 

5. Whom do you believe our country will elect as the next 
President? 

= direct object of "will elect" in a noun clause (clause is direct 
object of "do believe") 

6. Every President whom we people elect has a moral obligation to 
walk in a manner worthy of the trust. direct object in an adjective 
clause modifying "President" 

7. Who do you hope your new neighbor will be? 

= predicate nominative in a noun clause (clause is direct object of 
"do hope") 

8. The college personnel whom | contacted sent me a brochure 


with information about their school. 
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= direct object of an adjective clause modifying "personnel" 

9. You can give whomever you choose the fruit. 

= direct object in a noun clause (clause is indirect object of "can 
give") 

10. Do we always elect whoever is the best qualified? 

= subject of a noun clause (clause is direct object of "do elect") 
11. You saw whom at the parade? = direct object of "saw" 

12. About whom were the reports written? 

= object of the preposition "about" 

13. Whoever you bring should have an umbrella. 

= whoever that you bring ...... 

subject of the (independent clause of the) sentence 

Note that the pronoun subject whoever is modified by an adjective 
clause with an implied introductory relative pronoun: "[that] you 
bring." 

14. Your favorite candidate was who? = predicate nominative 

Pop quiz 

1. Choose whoever/whomever you prefer. 

2. Choose whoever/whomever you think will win. 

3. Whoever/whomever is chosen, we must pick wisely. 

4. We discussed it with whoever/whomever we figured might be 
interested. 

5. Make sure whoever/whomever you hire turns out to be qualified. 
6. Make sure you hire whoever/whomever turns out to be qualified. 
answers 

1. Choose whomever you prefer. (you prefer him) 

2. Choose whoever you think will win. (you think | will win) 


3. Whoever is chosen, we must pick wisely. (he is chosen) 
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4. We discussed it with whoever we figured might be interested. 
(we figured they might be interested) 

5. Make sure whomever you hire turns out to be qualified. (you hire 
him) 

6. Make sure you hire whoever turns out to be qualified. (she turns 
out to be qualified) 


